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This year’s PHPC Photo Rally will take place on Saturday the 21st July in 
an area that includes The Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability, Balls Head 

Reserve, and Carradah Park which is located on land previously occupied by 
the BP Oil Terminal on Berrys Bay. It is suggested that you start your visit to the 
rally area at The Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability and that you arrive no 
later than 10am. 

The Waverton Peninsula and Balls Head, which from the air takes on the 
appearance of a seahorse with its head jutting into the harbour, was once the 
home of the Cammeraygal people who occupied the land for thousands of 
years before colonisation. It was an ideal spot for habitation with a plentiful 
supply of fish, shellfish, bush tucker, overhanging rocks that provided shelter, 
and water.  

With the development of steam driven ships it was advocated by the Union 
Steam Ship Company of New Zealand that the western side of the Waverton 
Peninsula would make an ideal location for a coal bunkering facility to supply 
fuel to its ships when visiting the port of Sydney. 

The Coal Loader commenced operations in the early 1920’s and ceased 
operation in 1992. There was heated discussion to decide what to do with the 
loader and the defunct BP Oil Terminal on Berrys Bay. Local residents were 
adamant that they did not want residential buildings constructed on the former 
industrial sites but rather the land should be given over for recreational use that 
would be enjoyed by all people. At the same time North Sydney Council was 
committed to setting up a centre to show case best practices in sustainability 
and create a meeting place for like-minded people who wanted to live in  
harmony with the earth. In 1997 Premier Bob Carr succumbed to the wishes 
of the people by handing down a decision that gave the area to the people for 
enjoyment and recreation.

For more information on the Rally area visit the following sites:-

About the Coal Loader

Video covering the History of the Coal Loader Centre of Sustainability

Rally Rules 

1) Photographs may be taken from the date of the rally to the last date  
permitted to enter the images online for the August 2018 competition. You can 
take photographs at any time of the day or night.

2) Photographs must be taken within the red line boundary on the attached 
map.

3) Only those areas within the red line boundary can be captured in camera.

4) Ideally photographs should reflect the essence of the area.  

On the day of the rally only we have arranged an on-board visit to the  
MV Baragoola that is currently being preserved along side the coal loader. The 
MV Baragoola was a former Manly ferry that was built in Sydney in 1922 and 
was decommissioned in 1983. We will meet at 10.20am on the Balls Head 
Reserve end of Tunnel 2 that is located beneath the coal loader platform. 
There will be a gold coin ($2) donation for entry onto the vessel.

Also a table has been booked in the Coal Loader Café at 12 noon for 12  
members who wish to have lunch on the day of the rally. Please email  
Michael Frost mfmfrost@gmail.com to reserve a seat for this luncheon.

Members can travel to the Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability by car (there is 
limited free parking on Balls Head Dr and Waterhen Dr) or train via  
Waverton Station (turn left when leaving the station onto Bay Rd) plus an 8 
minute walk along Bay Rd/Balls Head Rd (follow the signs to the coal loader). 

Note that if you are on foot Balls Head Reserve can be accessed via Tunnel 
2 beneath the coal loader platform. There are plenty of bush tracks that can be 
navigated around the reserve. Remember that, in line with the rules, city-
scapes are not permitted to be entered into the competition.

This is a challenging rally and we wish everyone the very best in the  
capture of their images. 
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https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Waste_Environment/The_Coal_Loader/About_the_Coal_Loader
https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Waste_Environment/The_Coal_Loader/History_of_the_Coal_Loader
https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Waste_Environment/The_Coal_Loader/History_of_the_Coal_Loader
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1 The Coal Loader Café is located in 
this area. A table for 12 has been 
booked for 12 noon. 

2 The MV Baragoola.

3 The MV Cape Don.

4 Members who wish to go on board 
the MV Baragoola should meet at 
10.20am at the Balls Head end of 
Tunnel 2 which is located below the 
Coal Loader Platform. A gold coin 
donation ($2) will be collected. 

5 Carradah Park is the site of the old 
BP Oil Terminal and is accessed via  
a purpose built path and stairway 
opposite the entrance to the Coal 
Loader. 

6 Located just past the entrance to 
the Coal Loader you will find an  
Aboriginal carving of what appears 
to be a whale. The carving was 
covered by a service road for 80 
years and was re-discovered in 
2008. It is thought to be at least 
1000 years old. The meaning of 
the carving is a mystery. 

Your PHPC contact for the day is 
Michael Frost 0447 1966 75 

Meeting times are applicable for 
the 21st of July 2018


